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Abstract

This study seeks to examine the impact of social change on women’s dress
in Laghouat from an anthropological perspective, focusing on the transformation
of clothing styles from traditional to modern and the subsequent shifts in the
functions and meanings of dress within everyday, festive, and ritual practices,
These changes were driven by a set of historical factors, including colonialism,
independence, the Islamic revival, in addition to the empowerment of women
through education and employment. The study interprets these transformations
within a structural-functional framework and in relation to cultural contact,
processes of acculturation, and imitation. It also explores the role played by
customs, values, beliefs, and social authority in shaping women’s dress systems
in Laghouat and their appearance in public space across different historical period,
Methodologically, the study draws on historical and ethnographic approaches,
employing interviews and observation to collect data, while semiotic analysis was
used to uncover the meanings embodied in clothing. To document elements of
traditional dress and trace their transformations, the study relied on a
representative sample spanning different generational groups. The findings reveal
that the various dress styles adopted by women in Laghouat constitute multi-
layered semiotic systems, where transformations in these systems reflect deeper
structural changes within society as a whole changes that affected the values and
social norms governing women’s dress, relations of power and patriarchal
authority, and the shifting social roles of women. These dynamics ultimately
explain the decline of traditional forms of dress as markers of cultural identity in
favor of modern styles that express women’s individual identities within a
contemporary context.
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113



bl Lol ) < G Juaadl

G lagag SS1 8 5l Acagally Gullll cilahs g eyl ¢l il s S

AN (e S ol da gl A Salls Ao LainY) cslail) Dl e S JS G ol )
ey Lo lld b Ly dgylail) eyl Caila D) el (3gialls Ay gail) AS5al) e Jllg ¢y y-ial
Gl (ED Jsn alhaal) st liall ey jeras i il ) o lent V) dey Lay cdpaialle dygul
Gl A LY ey Al o clyolaill sda el @lliyg ¢ aially cliselle ) (Y
il aalSY) alaa¥) o ) Wilson causd Gl 13a s Gl 8 il S e
Aiasgall ilplailly (680 layad) les () o) dlaadl aa Ly Gl Bl (b Gulallly dcasally
Lisalinng & wmgall Copie) Cum ¢ 5 e Calil ¢yl dia 5l aally Ay pal) D3laal) 5,86 ey

Zallall Ay e aBgEny il Hilaag i e Adle il 8 8ydidl)

ale g EN luaball jsedal AN Jeailly o Loy Jladl) 138 03¢5 (53 odatl) Jagiy) LS

A 3 e LYy ApldY) aslall 3 A jeall Slaall 2y Lo siil) Caila ) ¢ D ¢ LaaY)
OSA G ey ¢ Bl mally Ayl AN Ay A)lae o 238 diaa bl seda (8 aalos
o A a5 AED ayell Judiil) Jagi ool LS cLiagf laaiiy (S0 A grialls 2y sasil) ¢Sl
yaa 0S5 o] Oy aleiadl 5y ST A msall 5 el Ay daa ) laall ae Lo Sal) ciles
Al Yiawe catla ekl 538 5f Y ¢Baudrillard 30L& e addll 138 8 Lavie iald Lila
Jon a8 4l jeds lad) 138 85 P apan JiaS AN Slabal) e G sally Gull
Jacs « yuiall Jsa Judith Butler dylany il o2 ciyselly auall SEH ¢ Llly $zasall G Aa)
L ellss e g gl bl Al Wilson Jle 4siag) L sag ¢l 4alidé Jga Michel Foucault
Al ally Dl iy LSl aliall SEE1 Cula () eclisells glilly A jmall 2aal) sy

Slls Bl Coall s lie) & Radpall 3 g Ll W ALYl oyl G Al

! Heike Jenss, op. cit, p7.

2Wilson Elizabeth, “fashion and the postmodern body”, in Juliet Ash and Elizabeth Wilson, Chic thrills-a fashion
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