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Research Summary:

The Algerian education system has witnessed several reforms since
2001. The educational curricula have undergone updates¢< with the latest
reform project being the 2016-2017 reform¢« which aimed to revise the
curricula in order to improve educational outcomes and make them more
modern. This reform project« known as the second-generation curriculum
approach¢ was planned based on educational literature in Algeria¢
focusing on competency-based approaches. It aimed to address the

shortcomings of the first-generation curricula< which were implemented
in the 2003-2004 academic year.

Giving priority to knowledge content and integration in the second-
generation curricula highlights the importance of the educational process
and learner-centered approaches. It also emphasizes the use of social
structures that enable learners to construct knowledge within a
collaborative and cooperative learning environment. Periodic revisions of
the educational curricula make them flexible and adaptable to evolving
changes¢ ensuring coherence and compatibility between subjects.

The second-generation curricula incorporate various aspects¢
including cognitivec pedagogicalc sequentialc and values-based
dimensions. This integration is reflected in modern teaching methods and
diverse educational resources¢ with textbooks playing a significant role in
the learning process. Subjects like social sciences heavily rely on
textbooks as direct teaching tools for students. Therefore¢« reforming
textbooks became an urgent necessity¢ with a comprehensive approach
focusing on transmitting social¢ religious¢ national¢ cultural¢ and
civilizational values that shape the Algerian learners' identities and
personalities within the educational process.

The second-generation curricula were developed as a result of
continuous educational reform efforts initiated in the 2003-2004 academic
year. Their purpose is the continuous improvement of Algerian
educational curricula to ensure quality and relevance. This study aims to
analyze the second-generation social sciences textbooks for the
intermediate level of education to uncover knowledge integration among
the social sciences subjects. It also aims to examine the criteria used in
selecting and organizing the content of these new curricula¢ which were



the outcome of ongoing educational reforms initiated by the Ministry of
National Education in 2016. This reform¢ also known as "reforming the
reform" or rewriting the educational curricula¢ aims to align them with
scientific and technological advancements in the world.

This study is of great significance as it seeks to uncover the strengths
and weaknesses of the second-generation textbooks and evaluate their
effectiveness in achieving the intended educational objectives. The
findings indicate that the second-generation social sciences curricula are
knowledge-integrated« and the criteria for selecting and organizing
knowledge in the textbooks align with the desired teaching goals.
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