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Abstract:

Funeral rituals are the cultural vessel that holds the perspectives of
individuals about death. They are subject to the authority of religion and
popular heritage, which together form a valuable system through which
society regulates the reactions of its individuals towards death as an event
that threatens one’s existence, hence the importance of our study entitled
“Funeral Rituals in Religion and Popular Heritage.” In this thesis, we
addressed the topic of death within a theoretical framework that rotates
around the research questions and hypotheses that we analysed
anthropologically by approaching them structurally, functionally,
symbolically and interpretatively. During our examination of this
phenomenon in the field, we adopted the ethnographic method and the
historical method, and used participatory observation and interviews to
collect data. The content analysis technique was utilized to analyze the
gathered data. After these successive steps, we analysed the results of the
study. The general conclusion confirms that funeral rituals reflect a cultural
plan that includes sequential stages, which form an integrated system
whereby the group expresses its relations and they also contribute to

building its cultural identity.

Keywords: funeral rituals, religion, popular heritage, rituals of passage,

representations.
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