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Abstract.

This sociological study aims to uncover the relationship between
socio-economic transformations and the rising rates of crime in
Algerian society. It specifically focuses on drug-related crimes as
an explanatory model, given that this type of crime is among the
most expressive of the structural crises characterizing modern so-
cieties. Drug crimes also serve as a mirror reflecting the collapse of
systems of moral and value-based regulation, as well as the disrup-
tion of social cohesion. Therefore, this study seeks to understand
and interpret the increase in this form of crime in light of changes
affecting family structures, social control institutions, poverty and
unemployment rates, and the deterioration of conditions for social
and professional integration—all of which have contributed to the
worsening of deviant behaviors and the expansion of drug use and
trafficking.

The study is based on a central hypothesis suggesting that the
structural transformations currently experienced by Algerian socie-
ty, both socially and economically, directly or indirectly contribute
to the rise in crime—especially drug-related crimes. This calls for a
multi-level analytical approach that considers the individual and
socio-economic dimensions of the phenomenon.

The main objectives of the study are:

. To explore the relationship between indicators of social trans-
formation—such as the weakening or breakdown of social
control institutions (family, school, mosque, media, value
systems, etc.)—and the increase in drug-related crimes.

. To investigate the correlation between economic transfor-
mation indicators—such as unemployment, poverty, and so-
cial class disparities—and the rise of drug crimes (use and
distribution).
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. To assess the extent to which preventive and criminal justice
policies are responsive to the ongoing structural changes in
society.

. To examine young people's perceptions of drug-related
crimes in the context of these transformations.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach and employs
multiple research tools, including a field questionnaire, semi-
structured interviews with specialists, and statistical analysis of of-
ficial data sourced from the National Office for Drug Control.

Among the key findings of the study are:

. A strong correlation exists between family disintegration and
increasing rates of drug use, particularly among youth who
lack guidance and psychological support.

. Poverty and unemployment are significant drivers behind in-
volvement in drug trafficking networks, especially in margin-
alized neighborhoods.

. There is a noticeable lack of coordination between institu-
tional actors involved in preventive and criminal policies ad-
dressing the issue. Furthermore, the absence of effective pre-
ventive approaches that incorporate social and psychological
dimensions has contributed to the escalation of the drug
crime phenomenon in Algerian society.

. The majority of respondents lack a clear understanding of the
real dangers of drugs, often perceiving them as an escape
from reality.

Keywords: Social transformation, Economic transformation,
Crime, Drugs.
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