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Abstract:

This study falls within the field of anthropology, The Rituals of Prophet
AL NABIMOHAMED Celebration in the Ziban BISKRA Zawiyas, A Case
Study of the ALQadiriya, ALOthmaniya, and ALMokhtariya. To explore in
an attempt to understand the celebratory rituals and their continuity in Algerian
society despite social change, through a field study of the Zawiyas of the Ziban
that still preserve their celebratory rituals on the occasion of the Mawlid; the
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diverse and rich celebration rituals in the three selected Zawiyas, which include
rituals of visiting, hospitality, feeding, lessons, singing, praise, sweets, and
honoring, along with all the rituals experienced and shared by the researcher that
were included in the field study. The method of participant observation was
used, gathering field data and images through a tool that was introduced and
developed in anthropology, the SELFIE TOOL, according to the latest
modifications for greater efficiency and scientific rigor. The researcher
employed a new methodology called the Segmented Description Method;
according to its steps and conditions for facilitating descriptive research on
social phenomena, as an attempt to place the anthropologist and social
researcher within the true knowledge time, and to push toward the use of new
tools and methodologies, as we did to develop human and social sciences,
keeping pace with various sciences based on advanced modern technology,
according to the researcher's anthropological vision, and revealing the rituals
according to Erving Goffman's approach in the rituals that we found to be
positiverituals promoting community integration, proximity, and continuity.
This celebration emanates from the culture and authenticity of Algerian society
and its civilizational heritage, the rituals celebrating the Prophet's birthday that
refuse to fade away despite all signs of modernity and change.

Keywords:

Rite, Celebration, Prophet ALNABIMOHAMED, AL Zawiya, SELFIE TOOL,
Segmented Description Method.
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SELFIE TOOL

Scientific research relies on a set of techniques, a lot of tools, and
methodologies, with each field of study employing tools suited to its nature.
Anthropology, like other sciences, has its own specialized tools, such as
participant observation, interviews, and the genealogical method. Field studies
in this discipline necessitate immersion, active participation, integration, and
familiarity with the local language.I selfie TOOL,Collect data During our field
research on the topic of celebration rituals, we employed the technique of
capturing photographs, including selfies taken with smartphones. This step
provided valuable images and data that enriched the researcher's findings and

significantly contributed to the field study with important content.

Field photographs embody the researcher’s participation and presence in
the field, highlighting their active engagement in the research site. We have
defined these photographs, outlined their procedural steps, established their
conditions and requirements, and provided guidelines to enhance their
effectiveness. These measures aim to increase the scientific rigor and credibility

of the study.

In line with the aforementioned, we relied on open-ended interviews as a
methodological tool for data collection. Additionally, we utilized participant
observation, open-ended interviews, and collaboration with informants to ensure

a comprehensive and thorough approach to our research.

In the process of collecting field data and participating in rituals, interview
questions and dialogues regardless of their type form the foundation and
cornerstone of field research. The fieldwork guide serves as a framework within
which the researcher operates, aligning with either the objectives they aim to
achieve in the study field or the directives imposed by the field itself. These

directives inevitably contribute to refining and enhancing fieldwork.
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Relying on open-ended interviews liberates the researcher from constraints
that may obscure critical insights. Since questions, inquiries, and dialogues, in
any form, underpin field research, and given that scientific work seeks to
prevent research driven by chance or disorganized temporal and spatial
planning, we developed a guide called the "Fieldwork Guide." It acts like a key
on geographical maps, without which the user or recipient cannot grasp or

understand the content.

We devised a preliminary plan for conducting interviews focusing on the
primary research topic: the celebration of the Prophet’s mohamed birthday and
its related concepts. This plan employs open-ended questions, allowing
participants more freedom to express their thoughts, particularly when exploring
meanings, symbols, and connotations. Through this approach, questions and
discussions become tools to stimulate memory, both for individuals and groups,
eliciting their deeply rooted and personal meanings. The researcher must
exercise patience, refraining from rushing questions, allowing participants to

naturally provide answers the researcher keenly seeks to hear and analyze.

Despite our efforts, conducting interviews with key actors and research
samples was somewhat limited, as it had not been part of our original plan.
Nevertheless, we prioritized leveraging the interview's importance. We also
emphasized the use of fieldwork tools such as smartphone selfies, recognizing
their value in capturing pivotal moments of the field experience. These tools
serve to integrate the researcher into the studied community and rituals during

participant observation and immersion.

As long as fieldwork embodies a trend worthy of attention from
sociologists and anthropologists, just as their predecessors produced extensive
field studies and engaged with society, the book -Introduction to Research

Methods in Anthropology- by Fatiha Muhammad Ibrahim and Mustafa Hamdi
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Shanwani; is considered a methodological, practical, and applied guide for
directing field studies, which the researcher follows step by step in order to

achieve a high-quality scientific field study.

In the course of our prior research on rituals and fieldwork, we employed
the selfie technique to document the researcher’s presence within the field of
study. This approach facilitated the acquisition of significant data pertaining to
the rituals and contexts that the researcher sought to record, which were
subsequently preserved in the memory of the mobile device along with various
notes and theses. A "selfie," referred to in English as a self-portrait or self-taken
photograph, constitutes a personal image captured alongside a particular
situation, individual, group, or any entity of interest. This is accomplished
through the use of a smart mobile phone equipped with advanced camera
technologies, including front, rear, and occasionally even supplementary side
cameras, or through a comparable device that serves to fulfill the functional

requirements of a smartphone with selfie.

The one that the student raised by ABDELMONEME NOUAR
KHERKHACHI; In his study of the rituals of celebration and visitation during
the Prophet's birthday in the Othmanin Zaouia of tolga(Field study in ALI BEN
OMAR Zaouia of tolga). MASTR:(LMD.2018) specialization in Social and
Cultural Anthropology at universitice MOHAMED KAIDER BISKRA.

Translation: The Selfie Tool in Field Studies

In field studies that spanned years, selfie technology witnessed significant
advancements in features, quality, clarity, and technical capabilities of smart
devices. The sample devices used in this study of celebratory rituals in the field
included processors that enhanced device efficiency, high-resolution screens,
and powerful batteries. These features enabled continuous use of the selfie tool

for hours, significantly improving researchers' performance and enhancing the
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quality of the technology. This has allowed the selfie tool, with its
methodological and conditional framework, to become an advanced scientific
research tool comparable to surveys, interviews, observations, and participant
observations. It aligns with these methods while maintaining a distinctive

approach.

Researchers are advised to use the latest devices whenever possible due to their
technical features that enhance the quality of their field data, resulting in

outstanding studies.

The usage of this tool has been defined scientifically, and we are
committed to adhering to these guidelines while working to refine, develop, and
enhance its functionality to achieve cumulative improvements and refine

knowledge related to this tool. The usage conditions are as follows:
General Usage Conditions:
1. Conditions outlined in the initial use of the Selfie Tool:

In this study, adjustments will focus on the tool's specific conditions
rather than the technology itself. The technology pertains to the device and
its mobile or any other form as long as it supports the selfie feature.
However, the tool involves utilizing the technology for field data collection
following scientific and methodological guidelines specified here, in
alignment with advancements in various sciences. This will be achieved by
leveraging advanced digital photography and selfie technologies to promote
empirical and anthropological field research. The general framework for the

use of the Selfie Tool i1s defined as follows:

o Precision in Device Specifications: The researcher must accurately
identify the device used, including the selfie technology and the resolution

of its front and rear cameras.
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Controlled Usage by the Researcher: The researcher must personally
operate the tool and capture the images, ensuring they genuinely represent

their presence in the field.

Respect for Privacy: Researchers must respect the privacy of
communities or any field in accordance with prevailing values, traditions,

and local culture.

Avoid Commercial Advertising: The researcher is prohibited from
promoting or advertising brands, products, or entities unrelated to the
scientific research purpose, whether related to clothing, devices, or other

aspects.

Authenticity of Images: Photos must not be fabricated, nor should they
violate the privacy or dignity of individuals, institutions, or anything

outside the realm of science and knowledge.

Device Specification: The type of device used must be specified.

2-Devices Used in This Study:

In this research, the following device was utilized:
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Redmi 9A by Xiaomi:

Features a large, high-resolution display and a processor that ensures ease

of use.

Offers substantial storage capacity.

Includes dual rear cameras and a long-lasting battery.

Processor: Octa-core MediaTek Helio G25 with 12nm technology.

Video Recording Quality: Supports FHD video recording at 1080 pixels.
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RAM: 4GB / Storage (ROM): 64GB.
Front Camera: SMP with an F/2.2 aperture.
Rear Camera: 13MP with a single flash.

High-Resolution Cameras for Enhanced Data Quality: Higher
resolution cameras improve the quality of field data collection, making it

more distinctive and of superior quality.

Avoiding Misuse of Features: Researchers should refrain from using
features that distort the actual appearance of captured scenes. The goal is
to preserve the reality of the field as closely as possible, emphasizing

image quality above all.

This was the device used by the researcher to gather scientific data using the

Selfie Tool.

3-Definition of the Selfie Tool

The Selfie Tool refers to the use of selfie technology on smart devices and

other means, adhering to its scientific application in field photography. Properly

utilizing images taken with this tool transforms it into a scientific tool under the

following updated conditions:

4-Updated Conditions for Using the Selfie Tool:

1. Focus on the Tool, Not the Technology: The updated conditions pertain
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to the selfie tool itself, not the associated technology. High-resolution
selfie technology on any device, regardless of its form, ensures the tool's
effectiveness in collecting field data. Quality and precision in capturing

images directly influence the tool's performance.

Scientific Use: The tool involves utilizing selfie technology for field data

collection under specific scientific and methodological standards. It
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supports advancements in various sciences, particularly empirical and

anthropological research, while aligning with social studies' needs.
5-General Guidelines for Using the Selfie Tool in Research:

« Appropriate Timing and Location: Researchers must choose suitable times

and places to ensure the selfie images adequately represent the field of study.

o Image Quality and Coverage: Researchers should prioritize high-quality
images and train themselves to capture as many photos as possible to

comprehensively document all relevant aspects.

o Device Specification: The device type, selfie technology, and camera

specifications (both front and rear) must be clearly documented.

« Direct Control: Researchers must personally operate the tool and capture
images to confirm their presence in the field and validate the data collection

process.

« Respect for Privacy: Researchers must respect the privacy, values, customs,

and local culture of the communities they study.

o« No Advertising: Promoting brands, products, or trademarks—whether
related to clothing, devices, or other items—is strictly prohibited if unrelated

to scientific research.

o Ethical Content: Photos must not be offensive, violate individuals' or

institutions' privacy, or deviate from the scope of science and knowledge.

o Documentation: Whenever necessary, researchers should document the

names of individuals, places, times, or objects captured in the images.

« Contextual Relevance: Researchers should ensure that the use of the selfie

tool aligns with the study's field context and does not serve narcissistic
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purposes. Only significant moments relevant to the research should be

captured.

« No Post-Capture Enhancements: Researchers should avoid using
enhancements or modifications to the selfie technology before, during, or
after data collection. Images must reflect reality precisely, with an emphasis

on quality.

« Compliance with Laws and Ethics: Researchers must adhere to applicable
laws and ethical standards to ensure the legitimacy of their photographic

activities in the study.

By adhering to these updated conditions, the Selfie Tool becomes a reliable
and advanced tool for field research, enabling the collection of high-quality data

that enrich scientific knowledge.
6-Guidelines for Enhancing the Effectiveness of the Selfie Tool

To ensure the integrity and scientific validity of the Selfie Tool in field research,

the following directives should be observed:
-Prohibitions on Al and Digital Software Usage

1. No AI Software: The use of artificial intelligence software for photo
enhancement or any other purpose, regardless of its type or intent, is

strictly prohibited.

2. No Digital Editing Tools: Refrain from using modern digital media and
communication software designed to edit or enhance field-captured

images.

3. No Applications for Alteration: Avoid any mobile or computer
applications that could partially or fully alter the content of images and

field data.
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4. No Internal Device Modifications: Do not adjust or modify the internal
settings and features of the device used for photography and field data

collection.

5. Preserve Original Features: Rely solely on the original features of the
device, prioritizing advanced devices with high-resolution selfie cameras
(front-facing) as permitted by the researcher’s resources and device

availability.
7-Mandatory Adjustments and Features

1. Disable Face Recognition Features: Deactivate features that identify or
highlight individuals in the images. Avoid using settings that ignore or blur

distant individuals in the frame.

2. Maintain Metadata: Retain the device name and date in the image

metadata, if possible, to ensure authenticity.
8-Ethical and Legal Considerations

o Using Al for programming, editing, or enhancing images compromises
authenticity, reliability, and originality. It exposes researchers and their
studies to ethical and legal accountability related to scientific misconduct,

plagiarism, and violations of publication and authorship ethics.
Recommendations for Preserving Field Images and Data

1. Capture Diverse Images: Take numerous and varied photos, especially
through the Selfie Tool, to comprehensively document locations, entities,

environments, and the community under study.

2. Use QR Code Integration: Researchers, supervisors, and affiliated

institutions should consider generating QR codes for images. This measure
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enhances both privacy and visibility while reducing risks of unauthorized use or

theft.

0 QR codes can link images to specific researchers, teams, or institutions,

making it harder for others to repurpose the data in unrelated contexts or studies.

3. Ensure Orientation Accuracy: When using selfie technology on phones,
ensure that images are not mirrored or flipped. Adjust the camera settings to
maintain the natural orientation of objects (left and right) to facilitate accurate

data analysis.

4. Consider Future Technological Developments: Technology companies,
such as Samsung, are exploring innovations like integrating drones into
smartphones for enhanced photography capabilities. Researchers can adopt such
advancements provided they align with the scientific and ethical conditions of

the Selfie Tool.

These guidelines aim to enhance the Selfie Tool's effectiveness in field
research while safeguarding the authenticity, reliability, and ethical standards of

collected data.
Segmented Description Method

Science undoubtedly relies on the scientific method, and therefore, it is
essential to return to defining the term with precision. The term "method" is a
translation of the French word méthode and its counterparts in other foreign
languages, all of which ultimately trace back to the Greek word methodos. Plato
used this word to mean research, contemplation, or knowledge, while Aristotle
often used it to mean "inquiry." The etymological meaning of the word refers to

the path or method leading to the desired goal through difficulties and obstacles.

Science and methodologies always pave the way for progress and

development in various fields. Science is an activity that is open to refinement
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and distinction, a premise that underpins our approach to introducing new
methodologies. "However, emphasizing the relationship between the objectives
of science and its methods is merely another step toward defining a
comprehensive understanding of the scientific method... What we aim to
establish in this regard is that the appropriateness of the proposed scientific
method like the suitability of any method introduced in any context is not
contingent upon its actual achievement of the goals associated with scientific
activity or any other relevant activity. Specifically, the proof that its application
invariably leads to a valid theory capable of explaining the phenomena observed

by its practitioners.

This has opened the door for researchers to engage in developing a
methodology capable of describing the components of the phenomenon under
study in a manner that is suitable for researchers conducting descriptive studies
of phenomena, whether small or large in scale and prevalence, regardless of
their essence or formation. The researcher who adopts the new methodology,
with its conditions, steps, and pillars, is not hindered from comprehensively
describing human phenomena of any kind through the method of segmented

description.

As we continued exploring the subject of rituals celebrating the Prophet's
birthday (Mawlid al-Nabawi) in the Zibans zawiyas (religious schools), we
expanded the human and social scope to reach generalizations that serve various
aspects of research methodologically, theoretically, and empirically. Beyond the
Othmanin Zawiya, we extended our field of study to include the ALQadiriya
and ALMokhtariya orders. Through our observations and focus on the culture
and society of the Zab region—affected by the social changes occurring in
Algerian society, particularly after the (COVID-19) pandemic—we were

preoccupied with thinking and working on proposing a methodology that could
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lose their essence, uniqueness, and identity.

After much thought, we aimed to adjust or develop a scientific methodology
that achieves this intellectual approach. This led us to devise and propose a
methodology we named "The Segmented Description Method." This designation
stems from the function of this method, which involves segmenting the human

phenomenon into parts. We have named it the Segmented Description Method,

which is defined as follows:

1-Operationalizing the Segmented Description Method (SDM)

1-1Definition of the Method :

'""Method'" refers to the pathway or systematic approach.

""Descriptive'' pertains to the process of characterizing the features and

attributes of objects, individuals, or phenomena.

""Segmented'' indicates the process of segmentation and division in
analyzing phenomena, practices, or subjects under study into discrete

components.

1-2Mechanism of the Method :

The Segmented Description Method (SDM) relies on dividing the
phenomenon or problem into precise components, allowing each part to

be analyzed and described individually.

The phenomenon is studied as an integrated whole but with its details

highlighted by describing its segments accurately.

It seeks to provide an interpretation and analysis that aligns with the

phenomenon's reality within its actual context.
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1-30bjectives of the Method :

1.

Accurate Description: To offer a segmented description that elaborates
on the details of phenomena and practices, enabling a deeper

understanding of their various aspects.

Avoidance of Excess or Reduction: It provides a balanced description,
avoiding the excessive detail of intensive descriptive methods and the

oversimplification of reductive approaches.

Methodical Interpretation: It facilitates the interpretation of phenomena
in a manner consistent with their nature and reality, free from erroneous

conclusions.

Unveiling the Essence: Focus on understanding the core of both simple

and complex phenomena alike.

1-4Tools of the Method :

Collecting data and information on the studied phenomena.

Highlighting the importance of the phenomenon and clarifying the

research's goals and limitations.
Defining the terms and concepts upon which the researcher relies.

Reviewing prior studies if the phenomenon has been previously examined

to achieve cumulative knowledge or uncover new aspects.

1-5Steps for Implementing the Method:

1.

Segmenting the Phenomenon: Dividing the phenomenon or problem

into smaller components that can be individually described and analyzed.

Detailed Description: Describing each component of the phenomenon

according to its nature, size, and form.
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3. Systematic Interpretation: Achieving a comprehensive understanding of

the phenomenon after analyzing its parts within its context.

4. Linking Segments to the Overall Context: Ensuring that partial
analyses are interconnected and contribute to the overall understanding of

the phenomenon.
1-60utputs of the Method:

« Comprehensive and Accurate Understanding: Achieving an integrated
description of every part of the phenomenon, leading to a deeper

understanding of its nature.

« Practical Analysis: Providing a practical interpretation and explanation

that directly serves descriptive studies.

« Knowledge Contribution: Generating cumulative knowledge that adds
to the scientific field and contributes to developing research

methodologies.

1-7Advantages of the Method:

« Suitable for studying phenomena of a complex or transitional nature.

« Offers a flexible means of analysis without losing depth.

« Can be applied to studying phenomena in various and changing contexts.
1-8Fields of Application:

« Studying social practices, such as rituals and celebrations.

« Analyzing cultural phenomena affected by social changes.

o Describing behavioral changes caused by external factors like crises or

pandemics (e.g., COVID-19).
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1-9-Conclusion:

The Segmented Description Method is an effective research tool for analyzing
phenomena with precision, avoiding excessive detail or oversimplification. It
enables researchers to provide in-depth descriptions and balanced analyses that
align with the context of the phenomenon and contribute to a better scientific

understanding.

2-The New Method in Anthropology: The Segmented Description Method
(SDM)

The Segmented Description Method (SDM), which we have employed
and developed, as previously mentioned, emerges both intellectually and
practically from Clifford Geertz's intensive description methodology. However,
SDM offers an alternative path for description that liberates the researcher from
the density imposed by the intensive method. Instead of being constrained by the
complexity of a phenomenon, which may consist of elements beyond our control
in terms of density, SDM allows us to break the phenomenon into segments and
describe them individually. This enables an acceptable level of understanding

and interpretation.

By employing SDM, it becomes easier to comprehend diverse topics while
focusing strictly on describing the phenomenon under study without requiring
intensive description. This segmented approach ensures that the researcher
remains within the boundaries of the phenomenon without adding or omitting

details—precisely what is needed for future descriptive research.
2-1Core Concepts of SDM
o '""Method' refers to the pathway or systematic approach.

o '"Descriptive'’ denotes the process of characterizing the features and

attributes of objects, individuals, or phenomena.
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« Segmented Description implies the segmentation and division process
used to analyze phenomena, practices, or objects under study by breaking

them into smaller, analyzable parts.

The SDM is, therefore, a systematic approach to description through
division and segmentation, focusing on describing the phenomenon by analyzing
its components individually. It describes scientific phenomena and problems in a
specific, detailed, and segmented manner, aiming to reach interpretations and

explanations that align with the reality of the phenomenon within its context.
2-3Features and Applications of SDM
1. Detailed and Accurate Understanding:

o SDM allows researchers to uncover the underlying essence of occurrences

around them by thoroughly examining and interpreting them.

o It provides a means to explore both simple and complex objects or

phenomena through segmented analysis, avoiding overly dense descriptions.
2. Avoiding Overload:

o Unlike intensive description methods, which often demand dense analysis,

SDM focuses on breaking down phenomena into manageable parts.

o This prevents untrained or inexperienced researchers from misinterpreting

phenomena due to overwhelming detail or excessive simplification.
3. Balanced Interpretation:

o SDM ensures that the analysis stays true to the essence and specificity of the
phenomenon by describing its components accurately in terms of their size,

shape, and context.

4. Alignment with Context:
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o The method emphasizes understanding and analyzing phenomena within

their actual context, enabling precise and proportionate interpretation.
2-40perationalizing SDM

o Segmentation: Breaking the phenomenon or problem into smaller,

distinct elements for separate analysis.

o Descriptive Analysis: Providing a detailed description of each element of

the phenomenon based on its structure and characteristics.

o Interpretation: Deriving an accurate understanding of the phenomenon

as a whole by analyzing its parts within the context they occur.

o Simplicity without Oversimplification: Avoiding unnecessary
complexity while maintaining the depth required for accurate

understanding.
2-5Advantages of SDM

o Clarity and Precision: SDM enhances understanding by focusing on
individual components rather than overwhelming the researcher with

excessive data.

o Flexibility: The method is adaptable to both simple and complex

phenomena, making it suitable for diverse research fields.

o Focus on Essence: By segmenting and analyzing phenomena, researchers
can uncover their true essence without being misled by surface-level

complexity.
2-6 Conclusion :

The Segmented Description Method is a forward-looking tool for

anthropology and other fields requiring descriptive research. It offers a balanced
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approach that avoids the density of intensive methods while ensuring
comprehensive, accurate, and context-appropriate descriptions. SDM serves as a
vital pathway for understanding the essence of phenomena, supporting precise

and meaningful interpretations.
3-Steps of the Segmented Description Method (SDM) in Scientific Research

The Segmented Description Method (SDM) relies on structured and
systematic steps for analyzing and describing phenomena and objects. These

steps are as follows:
1. Data Collection and Contextualization:
o Gather information and data about the phenomenon under study.
o Highlight the importance of the phenomenon.
o Clarify the research objectives, its scope, and requirements.
o Define the terms and concepts used in the research.
2. Relying on Previous Studies:

Review previous studies related to the subject.

o

o Build cumulative knowledge or explore new aspects of the phenomenon.
3. Tracing the History of the Phenomenon:

o Study the history of the phenomenon or topic.

o Observe and analyze the phenomenon’s elements.

o Deconstruct and reconstruct the phenomenon to understand it deeply.

o Predict the future of the phenomenon based on its past and present

analysis.
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4. Defining the Research Methodology:

o Choose the appropriate research methodology.

o Identify the research community and selected sample.

o Adopt data collection methods, focusing on fieldwork.

o Utilize participant observation and other suitable research tools.
5. Using Modern Tools :

o Employ modern techniques, such as the anthropological research tool

"Selfie Tool," for field data collection.
o Use captured images to compile and analyze data comprehensively.
6. Deconstructing the Phenomenon:

o Break down the phenomenon into its components and elements to

simplify understanding.

o Analyze less complex and moderately complex aspects to uncover its

essence and nature.
7. Data Analysis and Interpretation:
o Present the study results after analyzing the collected data.
o Interpret the data in alignment with the context and scientific principles.
8. Presenting Results and Recommendations:
o Display the final findings of the research.

o Offer recommendations related to the future of the phenomenon and its

role in advancing knowledge.

4-Features of the Segmented Description Method in Scientific Research
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1. Facilitating the Description Process:

Simplifies the process of describing the phenomenon under study by

reducing complexity.

. Precision of Data :

Provides detailed and accurate information about the phenomenon.

. Understanding Relationships Between Elements:

Clarifies the relationship between the components of the phenomenon and

connects the partial with the whole for a deeper understanding.

. In-Depth Analysis:

Analyzes the factors influencing phenomena, providing precise

explanations and interpretations.

. Predicting the Future of Phenomena:

Helps predict the future of the phenomenon by analyzing its past and

present and reconstructing its elements.

. Preserving Phenomena’s Uniqueness:

Highlights the core features of phenomena and clarifies their

characteristics before they lose their essence or significance.

. Encouraging the Use of Modern Tools:

Promotes the adoption of innovative tools, such as the "Selfie Tool," for

field data collection and analysis.

8. Analyzing Phenomena in Context:
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Relates phenomena to the context in which they occur, allowing for -

4 -1Conclusion

o The Segmented Description Method is a powerful tool for studying
scientific and anthropological phenomena. Its systematic steps allow
researchers to deeply analyze and describe phenomena by focusing on

their components and contextual relevance. By encouraging the use
of modern tools and offering future-oriented insights, SDM enables
researchers to explore phenomena in innovative and effective waysprecise

and realistic analysis.

This requires the researcher employing the Segmented Description Method
to analyze, discuss, and understand the various elements that constitute a
phenomenon, such as the rituals of celebrating the Prophet’s birthday (Mawlid
al-Nabawi) in the Zibans zawiyas. For instance, the researcher examines the
phenomenon of the celebratory rituals, identifies its essence, understands the
composition of its elements, their structure, and interconnections, and defines its
various aspects. By analyzing the components and reconstructing them in their
true form based on reality, the researcher provides a suitable description. This
description encompasses the formation of the phenomenon and its components,

with each element receiving its specific description (e.g., "the visitation").

The researcher then moves to another element, which might be a different
ritual (e.g., "hospitality") that forms part of the overarching phenomenon—the
rituals of Mawlid celebration in the Zibans zawiyas. This process continues with
the same analytical approach applied to other elements within the same
institution and its unique rituals. Similarly, the researcher explores the
phenomenon across time and space during the actual study period, without

deviating from the general context in which the phenomenon occurs.
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By synthesizing the elements from the field into theoretical understanding,
the researcher gains a comprehensive grasp of the phenomenon and the ability to
analyze and interpret the ritualistic phenomenon within the context of the

zawiya institution in the Zibans region and Algerian society as a whole.

This collection of rituals visitation, dhikr (remembrance), chanting, praise,
and food distribution constitutes the components of the celebratory ritual
phenomenon for the Prophet’s birthday within the studied zawiya institution in
Algerian society. This society possesses unique social, cultural, religious,
historical, and political characteristics that shape its identity based on its
geography, history, time, and place. Despite the waves of rapid social change,
the researcher can discern these distinctive features and analyze and interpret
them in light of Algerian society’s unique context, ultimately contributing to a

deeper understanding of humanity.

Thus, the Segmented Description Method becomes a viable approach that
researchers can adopt, offering greater flexibility by allowing them to focus on
the phenomenon through detailed examination and analysis. It enables the
researcher to break down the elements of the phenomenon, analyze them, and
interpret what 1s occurring. In doing so, it moves away from the traditions of the
intensive description method and other descriptive approaches that demand
adherence to density, depth, and comprehensiveness, as advocated by the
intensive description method. This helps avoid excessive elaboration or
overstatement of the components of the phenomenon and rituals, which might

not reflect their true essence or could even deviate from their reality.

The Segmented Description Method reduces the rigidity of deep and
intensive description, especially when dealing with newly emerging phenomena

where elements are gained or lost within society and culture. These phenomena
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often consist of smaller components requiring descriptions proportionate to their

size, such as practices and rituals of small or medium-sized groups.

We are no longer always dealing with scenarios like "The Cockfight" or
"The Bazaar of Sefer," but rather phenomena such as illegal migration (haraga),
cyberbullying, digital drugs, and various rituals. These are numerous and diverse
phenomena, often consisting of minimal elements and small-scale components
reflective of their modern nature. As such, the descriptive study of these
phenomena may be smaller in scope and is better suited to the Segmented

Description Method.

While the intensive description method is more suited to deeply rooted
phenomena with extensive elements, broader scope, and a strong social and
cultural nature—whether general or local, fostering shared values and deeply
embedded in the collective imagination that shapes the uniqueness of a
phenomenon within society and its overarching culture—the Segmented

Description Method (SDM): Segmented Description Method focuses more on

modern phenomena. These phenomena often involve newly or historically
formed rituals and practices that can be broken down into elements, each with its
defined structure, meanings, symbols, and implications that require careful

description.

The (SDM) avoids the excessive elaboration and density characteristic of the
intensive description method, especially when applied to modern phenomena
that may be small, transient, or recently emerging. These topics often acquire
new traits and features, and even traditional rituals, practices, and elements of
original phenomena may begin to fade, lose their distinctiveness, or risk losing
their familiar components and forms. This potential loss can lead to
misunderstandings or errors in analyzing and correctly interpreting such

phenomena. The SDM is well-equipped to address such issues.
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Modern and newly formed phenomena may be small-scale or fleeting,
subject to disappearance or transformation over time or due to significant events.
For example, during the (COVID-19) pandemic, social distancing and physical
separation disrupted religious rituals, such as mosque gatherings and Mawlid
celebrations in zawiyas, leading to changes in the social and cultural elements of
these practices. While some of their original components and distinctiveness
may have been lost, other new elements might have emerged. These could
include transient or newly emerging rituals and practices, which researchers aim

to describe, analyze, and interpret.

In such cases, researchers must select the appropriate methodology and
pathway to achieve scientific understanding. The Segmented Description
Method provides a suitable and effective approach to tracking, analyzing, and

interpreting the studied phenomenon accurately and comprehensively.

5-In conclusion, through our presentation of the Segmented Description
Method (SDM) in its first application—studying the rituals of celebrating the
Prophet’s birthday (Mawlid al-Nabawi) in the Zibans zawiyas—this
methodology has been employed to analyze these rituals. It was utilized in a
fieldwork approach with the support of anthropological research methods and
the "Selfie Tool" fieldwork instrument. The results obtained were qualitative and
valuable, offering a deeper understanding of the celebratory rituals through the

segmented description of various practices within the studied phenomenon.

This method remains adaptable and can be updated as needed. Our primary
aim here is to encourage anthropologists and sociologists to adopt and apply the
Segmented Description Method due to its simplicity and ease of use. It allows
researchers to describe phenomena by breaking them down into elements and
providing a straightforward description without relying on external variables or

factors. This method is particularly suitable for studying phenomena influenced
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by social change and for analyzing and describing deeply rooted, authentic
phenomena embedded in human heritage. It enables researchers to segment,

reconstruct, analyze, interpret, and trace the trajectory of such phenomena using

(SDM).

Unlike the intensive description method, which emphasizes density, depth,
and exhaustive detail, (SDM)focuses on precise, natural, and realistic
descriptions. It highlights the components, details, and elements that constitute

phenomena, ensuring they are appropriately contextualized.
5-1Key Insights from This Study:
« Steps for Applying SDM :

o We outlined the steps researchers should follow to address their research
problems, record data from their study population and sample, and select

the most suitable tools and techniques. Among the recommended tools is

the "Selfie Tool."
« Advantages and Disadvantages :

o We discussed the strengths and limitations of the method, providing
guidance to researchers to avoid potential pitfalls and improve their use of

this innovative approach.
« Utility and Contribution :

o By adopting SDM, researchers can simplify their work with a method
tailored for modern descriptive studies, enhancing the quality of scientific

research and contributing to the advancement of knowledge.
5-20verview of (SDM) :

The Segmented Description Method is a modern descriptive approach

designed to analyze and describe phenomena, rituals, and practices by breaking
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them into components and assigning appropriate descriptions based on their size
and characteristics. It accounts for temporal and spatial contexts, facilitating a
deeper understanding and analysis of phenomena through structured and

systematic methodologies.

The Segmented Description Method considers the presence of components
and elements that constitute objects, social phenomena, or other occurrences. It
ensures the classification of these elements within the social and cultural context
while taking into account all historical, social, cultural, and economic
dimensions of the overarching phenomenon—such as the rituals of celebrating
the Prophet’s birthday in the zawiyas of the Zibans. This approach involves the
same analytical process for different elements across other zawiya institutions
and their specific rituals. It continues to track the phenomenon across time and
space during the actual study period without deviating from the general context

in which the phenomenon occurs.

By gathering elements from field observations to theoretical insights,
understanding begins to form, enabling the researcher to analyze and interpret
the phenomenon (ritualistic celebrations) within the zawiya institution in the
Zibans region and within Algerian society. This collection of rituals, including
visitation (ziyara), remembrance (dhikr), chanting (inshad), praise (madih), and
feeding (itaam), all constitute the components of the ritualistic celebratory
phenomenon for the Mawlid occasion within the studied zawiya institution.
These rituals reflect Algeria's unique social, cultural, religious, historical, and
political characteristics. These factors shape the identity of the society in relation

to its geography, history, and the dimensions of time and place.

Despite the ongoing and rapid waves of social change, a researcher can

distinguish these unique features by thoroughly studying the subject. The
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analysis and interpretation are then aligned with the unique context of Algerian

society, thus deepening our understanding of human behavior.
6-The Flexibility of the Segmented Description Method

The Segmented Description Method provides researchers with a tool that
grants greater freedom to examine a phenomenon through detailed scrutiny and
analysis. It allows them to decompose its elements, analyze them, and interpret
their significance. This approach moves beyond the traditions of the intensive
description method and other descriptive methodologies, which emphasize
adherence to density, depth, and comprehensiveness. Instead, it avoids the
pitfalls of excessive elaboration or overstating the truth about the components of
rituals and phenomena, which may lead to interpretations that fail to accurately

represent their essence.

The Segmented Description Method reduces the rigidity of deep and
intensive descriptions, making it especially relevant in the study of newly
emerging phenomena where certain elements are gained, while others are lost
within society and culture. These phenomena often consist of small, specific
components that require proportional descriptions based on their size, such as

practices and rituals within small or medium-sized groups.

We are no longer always dealing with phenomena like The Cockfight or The
Bazaar of Sefer. Instead, we are addressing contemporary phenomena such as
illegal migration (el haraga), cyberbullying, digital drugs, and a wide variety of
rituals and practices. Many of these newly emerging phenomena have minimal
components and small-scale elements due to their modern nature. This smaller
scope of descriptive studies can be effectively addressed using the Segmented

Description Method.

In this context, we are introducing and experimenting with a new

descriptive method that we call the Segmented Description Method (SDM). This
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method should be adopted by researchers and scholars to address their research
problems, record data from the study population and sample, and select the most
appropriate tools and techniques for data collection. Here, we have suggested

the use of the "Selfie Tool."

We have outlined the advantages and disadvantages of the method to help
researchers avoid potential pitfalls and to facilitate their engagement with this
new methodology. The Segmented Description Method aims to advance social
research by providing an innovative approach that simplifies the study and

analysis of phenomena.

Finall Through this study, we have attempted to place the social and
anthropological researcher within the real epistemological context. By
examining the rituals of celebrating the Prophet’s birthday (Mawlid al-Nabawi),
we have introduced innovations represented by the new tool, the Selfie Tool, and
the new Segmented Description Method (SDM). This study, titled Rituals of
Celebrating the Prophet’s Birthday in the Zibans Zawiyas of Biskra: The el
Qadiriya, the Othomanin, and the el Mokhtariya Orders, seeks to explore

continuity amidst the social changes occurring in Algerian society.

The study was conducted as field research that relied on participant
observation and informants, following Erving Goffman’s approach. It
demonstrated that the Mawlid celebration, through its rituals visitation (ziyara),
hospitality, feeding (itaam), remembrance (adhkar), lessons, chanting (inshad),
praise (madih), and honoring (takrim), within the zawiya institution, constitutes

positive rituals that foster social integration, stability, and continuity.

This provides legitimacy to the ongoing celebration of the Prophet’s
birthday and highlights Algerian society’s resistance to change and its strong
adherence to its heritage and culture, with their social, religious, and

civilizational dimensions.
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Our study, through its tools and new methodology, aspires to offer a
qualitative contribution to anthropology, enriching the field with innovative

approaches to understanding cultural practices.
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