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Abstract:

The dynamic between the "Self" and the "Other" in contemporary fiction
constitutes a central axis of literary discourse, generating considerable
debate due to the diverse perspectives and cultural frameworks that shape
novelistic expression. This binary manifests in multiple dimensions—
gender (man/woman), geography (Arab/Western worlds), and socio-
cultural-religious identity (Muslim/non-Muslim)—and oscillates between
dichotomies such as resemblance and contrast, affinity and estrangement,
acceptance and rejection. These tensions are reflected through linguistic,
psychological, and ideological prisms. While the conflict between Self and
Other is perennial in real life, the novel—particularly the Algerian novel—
serves as a potent narrative space for its exploration, shaped by the nation’s
collective trauma wunder French colonialism, post-independence
disillusionment, and the violent upheavals of the “Black Decade.”

This study explores the manifestations of this Self/Other dialectic in the
works of Ahlam Mosteghanemi—Rayat (Flags), Aber Sarir (Passing the
Bed), Zakirat al-Jasad (Memory of the Body), Fawda al-Hawas (Chaos of
the Senses), and Al-Aswad Yalik Biki (Black Suits You)—through a
descriptive-analytical framework supplemented by semiotic insights. The
research is structured into a theoretical preamble on the concept of Self and
Other, followed by three applied chapters. The first addresses the image of
the Self, focusing on the intellectual self, the exiled self, and the feminine
self. The second chapter examines the image of the Other, portrayed as
power, terrorism, the West, and the male figure. The final section presents
the study’s findings, chief among them that Mosteghanemi's novels
articulate the Self/Other dichotomy through intricate and ideologically
charged narratives, engaging with themes of identity, cultural conflict,
religion, gender dynamics, patriotism, alienation, and the legacy of the
Algerian revolution. This dualism further underscores the author’s
profound engagement with national memory, collective suffering, and her
distinctive narrative voice marked by rich symbolic expression and
aesthetic commitment.

Keywords: Algerian novel, contemporary fiction, Self, Other, Ahlam
Mosteghanemi, identity, postcolonial narrative
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