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Abstract:

This study aims to measure the impact of migration on economic growth in Arab
countries. A sample of 16 Arab countries was taken during the period 2000-2020, using panel
data models. Arab countries were divided into two groups using the sequential classification
method according to the GDP per capita index. The first group is considered the destination
countries of migration, which are the Gulf Cooperation Council countries, and the second
group of countries is considered the countries of origin of migration, which are the rest of the
Arab countries in the sample.

Using the ARDL panel approach, each group was modeled separately to measure the
impact of migration on destination countries and on countries of origin, considering the GDP
per capita index as a dependent variable in both groups, and considering the variables of
internal migrants and outward remittances for destination countries as independent variables
for the most important migration indicators, while for countries of origin, the variables of
external migrants and inward remittances were considered as indicators of migration.

The most important results reached are the presence of a positive impact of migration
on economic growth in destination countries represented by the number of internal migrants,
while the outward remittances of migrants have a weak impact. As for the countries of origin,
it was found that the migration of individuals and the high number of external migrants have
a negative impact on economic growth, while with regard to inward remittances to the
countries of origin under study, we found that the latter have no tangible impact on economic
growth.

Keywords: International migration, economic growth, remittances of migrants, countries of
origin, countries of destination.
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