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This thesis entitled “A Comparative Study of Abdelhamid Benhadouga’s ‘The
end of yesterday,” and ‘The First Master’written by tchinguiz Aitamatov” is
comparing two texts in the context of comparative literature. The comparison
starts from their social structure and their textual differences taking into
consideration the fact that they were produced in two socio-cultural environments
according to the ‘parallel historical view’ advocated by Victor zyromonskij, This
i1s what Piere.Vallerie.Zima calls comparative cultural intertextuality. The aim is
to highlight the two texts’s cultural content since a text is no more considered pure
literature, but rather a cultural phenomenon which is exchanged by societies. The
domain of the text has become larger thanks to the cultural contact witnessed by
literatures after restricting the cultural closure. This is the option adopted by the
sociological school which leaders such as Adrian Marino and Dyonize Diorichine
have worked hard to narrow the gap between the comparative studies and the
social sciences. This aspect is related to comparative studies method that also
gained importance thanks to its contact with social sciences such as sociology.
Piere.Vallerie.Zima has contributed with his dual method which relies on
configuration similarities and typical ones. This resulted from his socio-textual
method used to determine the relationships existing between the literary text and
the social reality. The method is built around a compromise view between what is
textual and what is social. This differs from the method advocated by Victor

zyromonskij_ who favored typical similarities in the production of literature.

The choice of this subject is due to the desire to go beyond the French school theses
and its traditional comparative concepts based on the principle of to affect and be
affected. These theses have dominated the comparative studies for a long time. The
researcher also aims to reinforce these previous theses with the concepts of the
schools of sociology which Piere.Vallerie.Zima called for the necessity of their
transgression with comparative literature in order to overcome the crisis of

methodology. At the same time it helps to found an interactive concept of universal
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literatures on the basis of equality and not that of differentiation. The manifold
nature of this subject has required the use of a set of methodological tools. To be
fair, the researcher has relied on the principle of parallelism between the two text in
order to avoid deducing the similarities and the differences according to the principle
of affecting and being affected. Therefore, in the second chapter, the work relied

instead on the principle of typical similarities advocated by Giromonskij. The

researcher relied on some principles of the socio-textual method to reinforce his
work. This method was advocated by Piere.Vallerie.Zima who corrected the method
of Giromonskij He dealt with the socio-linguistic situation and the sociolect since he
surpassed the mechanism of the relationship which links the text with its external
factors. He was aiming at reaching what represents the social side of the text starting
from textual elements and not external ones. All these procedures are part of the

sociological school whether in its formalistic or structural side.

The rationale of the study relies in the communicative discourse achieved by the
two texts and which looks for the cultural, social and ideological effects. This
discourse comprises a similar view which goes beyond the aesthetic side to reach
the historical and civilizational levels. In fact, the effect of literature is achieved
through its humanistic content and its cultural dimension. The two texts depict a

similar socio-textual situation far from the closed thinking and the simple system.
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