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Abstract:

This study, entitled “Domestic Violence and Its Relationship to Juvenile
Delinquency in Algerian Society,” and conducted as a field case study in
the provinces of Blida (Ben Achour) and Chlef (Bouguadir), examines the
relationship between domestic violence and the emergence of delinquent
behavior among juveniles. The study is based on the premise that domestic
violence constitutes a serious social phenomenon with both direct and
indirect effects on socialization processes and the overall stability of the
social system. It seeks to understand how child abuse within the family, the
family’s social background, as well as the variables of gender and
geographical affiliation, contribute to shaping pathways of juvenile
delinquency. Methodologically, the research adopts a descriptive-analytical
approach within an interpretive paradigm, relying on a purposive sample of
delinquent juveniles placed in rehabilitation centers, and employing
structured interviews and direct observation as the main data collection
tools. The importance of this study lies in its attempt to uncover the lived
reality of juveniles within their families, identify the social factors leading
to their delinquency, and address the scarcity of studies dealing with this
issue in the Algerian context, while also contributing to the enrichment of
sociological research and the verification of the proposed hypotheses. The
findings reveal that juvenile delinquency does not result from a single
isolated factor, but rather from a complex interaction between various
forms of domestic violence, the weakening of familial social control—

particularly the paternal role—the failure of proper socialization, and the
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influence of the external social environment such as peers and the street.
This interplay ultimately pushes juveniles to reproduce violence in the form
of deviant behaviors. These results are consistent with several sociological
and psychological theories, including social control theory, social
disorganization theory, and social learning theory, all of which emphasize
that delinquency is a multifaceted phenomenon arising from the interaction
of social, psychological, and cultural dimensions, thereby highlighting the
need for comprehensive preventive approaches to reduce domestic violence

and protect juveniles.
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