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Abstract

Abstract

The contemporary Arab literary scene has witnessed and continues to
witness profound transformations as a result of interaction with reality and
global intellectual changes. Literature is no longer merely a reflection of
reality, but rather a tool for analyzing and reshaping it. Since the beginning of
the twentieth century, Arabic literature has been influenced by Western
schools such as realism and symbolism, which contributed to the development
of its styles and the emergence of the novel and short story. With national
liberation movements, literature became more committed to societal issues,
later evolving with modernity and post-modernism, focusing on
experimentation and the existential concerns of the individual. This coincided
with the emergence of modern critical approaches that deepened the analysis
of texts. Since the situation and the affliction are the same, it is logical for
Arab writers to share the themes of their works, which stem from that eternal
conflict, born with human life, that is, between good and evil, and their
opposites of love and hate, selfishness and patriotism, so that feelings move
and fluctuate, causing various conflicts. The writer came to express them
according to his view and orientation in a novelistic form that he and we see
as the most appropriate and best in expressing the issues and suffering of his
society. In this context, our study at hand focuses on “the poetics of narrative
space as an effective artistic and aesthetic element in the novelistic text,
which goes beyond being a mere background for events to contribute to
shaping characters, building the plot, and deepening meanings. This vision is
applied to the novels “The Stairs of Trolar” and “Foolishness as No One Has
Ever Told It” by the Algerian novelist Samir Kasimi, through analyzing the
narrative space with its spatial dimensions Temporal, social, and

psychological.
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Our study aims to uncover the functions of narrative space in

constructing fictional worlds and representing the writer's artistic vision,
while highlighting the similarities and differences between the two novels in
terms of the poetics of narrative space. We adopt the analytical approach,
drawing on concepts from semiotics to analyze the text, deconstruct its
connotations, and extract its implications. We seek to enrich literary studies
by highlighting the importance of narrative space in shaping the contemporary

novelistic experience.

Keywords: Novel, Poetics of Narrative Space, the Stairs of Trolar, Folly as

Never Seen, Samir Qasimi, Spatial Space, Temporal Space, Social Space.
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According to Oxford Learner's Dictionaries, "poetic" means relating to or

characteristic of poetry or poets. It can also describe something that is very
beautiful and expresses emotions in a sensitive or moving way
Elaboration:
Poetic:

« Adjective:

Oxford Learner's Dictionaries defines "poetic" as relating to or

characteristic of poetry or poets.
« Emotional Quality:

Oxford Learner's Dictionaries also uses "poetic" to describe something

that is beautiful and expresses emotions in a sensitive or moving way.
« Poetic License:
"Poetic" can also refer to the freedom artists or writers have to alter

facts for artistic effect, Oxford Learner's Dictionaries explains.

A Al aalaal) A

Selon les dictionnaires Larousse et le Petit Robert 01, "poétique" se réfere

a la qualité ou au caractere de la poésie.

Définition de ''poétique'’ :

« Larousse:

Qualifie ce qui est relatif a la poésie, a son esthétique, a sa beauté, a sa
musicalité, ou a son expression artistique.

« Petit Robert 01:

Précise que le terme "poétique" peut désigner le style de la poésie, son
expression, sa musicalité, ses images, ou encore 1'étude de la poésie elle-

méme (la poétique).


https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/english/poetic
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/english/poetic
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/english/poetic
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/english/poetic
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According to Oxford Learner's Dictionaries,

A "narrative" is a story or account of a series of events, often in a novel or
other work of literature.

Elaboration:

Narrative:

« Story or Account:

Oxford Learner's Dictionaries defines "narrative" as a story or account
of events, often in a novel.
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« A Way of Explaining:

It can also be a way of explaining events to illustrate aims or
values, Oxford Learner's Dictionaries notes.

o Literary Term:
Oxford Reference describes "narrative" as a literary term referring to
the telling of a story.

;a,,wu'ﬂ\ &L&AM ‘”,é

Selon les dictionnaires Larousse et le Petit Robert 01. "narratif" désigne ce

qui concerne la narration ou le récit.

Définition de ''narratif" :

« Larousse:

Qualifie ce qui est relatif au récit, a la narration, au fait de raconter
une histoire, ou a l'ensemble des éléments constitutifs d'un récit
(personnages, intrigue, etc.).

« Petit Robert 01:

Précise que le terme "narratif" peut désigner un récit, un récit
littéraire, un texte narratif, ou l'art de narrer.

En résumé, '"poétique" renvoie au monde poétique, a ses
caractéristiques, a son style, tandis que "narratif" fait référence a l'acte de

raconter, au contenu et a la structure d'un récit.
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Oxford English Dictionary (OED):
Space:
"A continuous area or expanse that is free, available, or unoccupied".

"The dimensions of height, depth, and width within which all things

exist and move".
Merriam-Webster Dictionary:
Space:

"A boundless three-dimensional extent in which objects and events

occur and have relative position and direction".
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"A physical universe beyond the earth's atmosphere".
L8 Al iy "Espace” mlhias padie diwd bl dalll 3
Al A i anlaall ) (e
Larousse (French):
Espace:
"Etendue indéfinie contenant tous les objets et milieux matériels".

"Région au-dela de I'atmosphere terrestre".
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