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Abstract

The present study aims to investigate the interaction between the cognitive and
affective components of theory of mind and their involvement in oral language
in patient’s early and middle stages of Alzheimer’s. Adopting a descriptive case
study approach, the research utilizes the « OLTA » battery to assess oral
language- specifically comprehension and production- and the « TOMA »
battery, designed by the researcher, to evaluate both cognitive and affective
theory of mind tasks in adults. The study was conducted on a sample of
Alzheimer’s patients in the early and middle stages in Ain Naadja, Algeria. The
findings revealed the following :

The affective components of theory of mind is involved in oral language
by facilitating the understanding and attributing of emotional mental states,
which support the interpretation and justification of others’ behaviors.
This, in turn enhances the pragmatic use of language in the early stage of
Alzheimer’s disease.

The cognitive component of theory of mind contributes to oral language in
the early stage of Alzheimer’s by enabling lexical-semantic correction and
supporting the differentiation between self and others, thereby improving
the use of personal pronouns and the inference of implicit meanings in
linguistic.

In the middle stage of Alzheimer’s, reduced ability to understand others’
emotional expressions in indirect contexts leads to impaired
comprehension of linguistic sentences based on general contextual cues in
interactive situations.

A diminished capacity to inhibit the apparent perspective and adopt a
deeper, more accurate one results in reduced ability to suppress the literal
meaning of utterances and shift toward interpreting their implicit meaning.
This contributes to a decline in the pragmatic level of language during the
middle stage of Alzheimer’s disease.

Key words: theory of mind, affective dimension, cognitive dimension, oral
language, Alzheimer’s disease.
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